
every week. That I have to see! Kincardine 
is as cool as Ontario gets! We even stayed 
up fairly late and went to a nearby bar/
restaurant where there was an open jam, 
and ended up singing karaoke to “Una 
Paloma Blanca” of all things.

Stop #2: Downtown Kincardine, from 
end to end. Lisa loves Kincardine for 
the shopping and I loved the downtown 
because it’s so “healthy” for lack of a 
better word. I don’t know if we saw a 
vacant storefront and it’s very clean and 
picturesque, with a few murals adorning 
the buildings. The Daytripper had a 
bunch of shops to visit and we could have 
spent hours there. We could have gone 
into every store there was if we had time 
but we’ll go back again for sure. Lisa said 
the stores in the Daytripper were indeed 
the best ones to visit. She also wants to 
move here (she wants to live everywhere 
though).

Stop #3: The Daytripper came in handy 
for the next part of this trip, as we ventured 
into parts unknown. The first stop was 
Pine River Cheese, not far south of 
Kincardine on Hwy. #21. We must have 
driven by there a hundred times before 
and I can’t imagine why we never stopped 
in. This is their factory outlet and there’s 
also a small museum and viewing area.

Stop #4: Ripley, Ontario is a classic 
small town and we went through there on 
the way to Mildmay to visit Susan Nichol 
Pottery. Lisa had been here before with 
a few friends and Susan is a true artist. 

There are some exceptional 
pieces to be found. I passed 
through here for work 
not long ago and a new 
store, the Ripley Artisans 
Shoppe, had just opened 
and offered arts, crafts, food 
and more from a number of 
local creators.

Stop #5: I have to admit 
that we’d never even heard 
of Mildmay, but it was in 
the Daytripper and so on we 
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Our last daytrip was published in 
Daytripping, so we must have done 
something right. I hope they’re listening 
again, cause this is one trip you have to 
take—and you’ll want to stay in Goderich 
for at least one night. 

A few years ago we were looking for 
something to do on the Labour Day 
weekend and there wasn’t much of 
anything coming up, but there was the 
Goderich West Coast Blues Festival. 
We like the blues, we’re not huge fans, 

but it became a matter of supply and 
demand and so we headed to Goderich for 
the weekend. It’s turned out to be one of 
the best trips we’ve ever been on, and the 
road we’ve taken has been a big part of it. 

We’ve taken a different route there 

every time (yes, we’ve gone back to it) 
one year through Grand Bend, Bayfield 
and another through Exeter, Clinton & 
Blyth, but last year we started the trip 
early and stayed the Thursday night in 
Kincardine. 

Stop #1: The hotel itself is worth the trip 
to Kincardine. It’s called the Inn at the 
Harbour and is situated between the lake 
and the downtown shops, which is only 
a three minute walk either way. We love 

Kincardine and have since we first went 
there years ago. You can stroll through a 
really interesting downtown, meander 
around the marina or relax 
at the beach. For a bit more 
exercise you can walk or 
bike on trails that seem to 
run throughout the whole 
area. To top it all off a piper 
pipes down the sun as it’s 
setting from the top of a 
lighthouse. We have to go 
back on a Saturday night 
when they have Scottish 
parade that apparently 
draws thousand of people 

This is a cool building—can you see 
the mural on the side?

J’Adorn Gifts, 
 Kincardine

Jerome Flowers

Harbour Rose Boutique
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https://www.pinerivercheese.com/
https://ruralbuzz.com/listing/susan-nichol-pottery/
https://ruralbuzz.com/listing/susan-nichol-pottery/
https://www.facebook.com/ripleyartisansshoppe/
https://www.facebook.com/ripleyartisansshoppe/
http://www.westcoastblues.ca/
http://www.kincardine.ca
http://www.innattheharbour.com/
http://www.innattheharbour.com/
https://jadorn.ca/
http://www.harbourrose.com/
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went, and it was worth the drive. Lisa is 
into scrapbooking so she found a 
new favourite store, and from 
there we just wandered 
around the town. It’s 
not a big place so I 
didn’t think it would 
take too long, but 
we stayed there 
for quite a while. 
We stopped into 
not one but 
two Wendt’s 
Gift Store, the 
scrapbook shop 
and Surroundings 
which was very 
nice. Then there 
were two favourites. 
Lisa spent a while in 
Gyngers because she 
loves the rustic things and 
antiques and this store was 
teeming with them. I ventured over 
to the Mildmay Cheese Haus, because 
I love good cheese and always bring a 
cooler along on day trips. Mildmay wasn’t 
on our radar but we were definitely 

impressed, and we will be back.
On our way to Goderich we took a 

scenic route through Teeswater and Blyth 
and then passed by Benmiller to see 
an old favourite—the Benmiller Inn. 
We’ve stayed there before on this same 
West Coast Blues weekend. I’m sure it’s 
a beautiful bike ride from one place to 
another, but we were checking into the 
Maple Leaf Motel. Not overly fancy, but 
clean, very friendly, affordable, and a 
walk away from everything in Goderich’s 
famous Square and it was going to be a 
long night.

Stop #6: 
Goderich West 

Coast Blues Festival. 
The Saturday entertainment has changed 
in different years that we’ve attended, 
but the Friday Night Walkabout Blues has 
stayed the same and it’s our favourite 
part. You buy a ticket, in advance ideally, 
and it gives you access to about eight 
venues where bands are playing. Some 
are full groups, others have just one or two 
musicians, but all 
are worthwhile. 
They might be 
playing in a bar 
or restaurant, 
even Elizabeth’s 
Art Gallery has 
hosted London’s 
Doug Varty Band 
at least twice and 
the local legion, 
while not one of 
the stops, always 
has a band on 
their patio. The Conor Gains band a 
couple of years ago was stunning. All the 
venues are licensed (though my memory 
could be a bit sketchy)—I was drinking in 
all of them anyway! It’s a super-fun night, 
and a great way to see Goderich and mix 
in with locals and visitors alike.

Last year’s Saturday schedule was on 
the stage in the Square throughout the 
afternoon and we liked it much better 
than the previous year when it was at 
night under a tent at the Livery. The 
weather was perfect, the bands were 
great (particularly the Bill Durst band) 
and it coincided with a motorcycle event, 
so at some point in the afternoon the 

Square was flooded with Harleys and 
other bikes, painted to the nines. An army 
of volunteers had a beer garden and lots 
of food available. It was a perfect day!

Stop #7: The Square. Saturday is also 
Farmers’ Market Day in Goderich, so we’d 
already been up and walking (slowly) 
from the motel to the Square to take in 
the sights and smells. Part of what makes 
this such a cool setup is that the vendors 
are lined up along the sidewalk, but it’s 
Goderich, so the sidewalk goes in an 
octagonal pattern around the Courthouse 
Square. Never too far from memory is 
the fact that much of this downtown 
was destroyed by an F3 tornado in 2011. 
From there we took in the shops, many 
of which are in the Daytripper. Culbert’s 
Bakery is probably everyone’s favourite 
but we hit every shop in the magazine. 
Lisa didn’t want to leave All Around the 
House, and I had to pull her out of the 
Book Peddlar. I do the gardens at home, 
and stopped into River Line for birdseed 
and a couple new backyard additions. We 
had lunch at Part II Bistro, where we’d 
also been for the Walkabout, and it was 
excellent.

Stop #8: The Beach and Trails. 
Goderich has a large stretch of several 
Lake Huron beaches, and a boardwalk 

that goes on and 
on. This is also 
a great town to 
hike around and, 
while there is a 
large hill going 
down to the lake, 
we were wishing 
we’d brought 
our bicycles as 
we’d done in the 
past. A must-hike 
adventure is over 
the Menesetung 
Bridge that 

once allowed trains to pass over the 
Maitland River. The view from up there 
is spectacular! For avid hikers there are 
miles of trails to explore throughout this 
entire region. 

Wendt’s Gift Store

Gynger’s Country Corner

Goderich Courthouse Square

Menesetung Bridge

http://www.wendtsjewellery.com/
http://www.wendtsjewellery.com/
https://www.facebook.com/Gyngers-Country-Corner-609064405807052/
https://www.mildmaycheesehaus.com/
http://culbertsbakery.com/
http://culbertsbakery.com/
https://www.facebook.com/AllAroundtheHouseGoderich
https://www.facebook.com/AllAroundtheHouseGoderich
https://www.facebook.com/pages/category/Bookstore/The-Book-Peddler-115801045149149/
https://www.facebook.com/Riverline-Nature-Co-126446904214513/
http://part2bistro.ca/
http://www.wendtsjewellery.com/
https://www.facebook.com/Gyngers-Country-Corner-609064405807052/


We spent some time at the beach but 
also sat on the patio of the Beach Street 
Station for a drink. It’s in a restored stone 
railway station that was moved from one 
area of the shoreline to where it presently 
sits, overlooking the lake. The work that 
must have gone into this restoration 
is stunning and it’s such a historically 
important landmark that would be my 
“Can’t Miss Stop” of the trip. The Lake 
Huron coast is also, arguably, the best 
place in the world to watch the sunset.

Maybe we should have stayed another 
night. Lisa was the DD and had to pull 
me away from the music in the park on 

Beach Street Station

Saturday, but there will be many more 
daytrips and as long as you want to print 
them we’ll keep writing about them. If 

there’s one place we didn’t get to it would 
have been Neustadt, a small town north 
of Mildmay that has a way of taking you 
back in time... maybe next time. On the 
way home we did pop into one last place, 
Stonehouse Brewery just east of Bayfield 
and north of Varna. They have very good 
beer. I don’t know if I needed any more, 
but I got some!

http://www.stonehousebrewing.ca/

